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installations and reserve component facili-
ties to be used as polling places in Federal, 
State, and elections for public office, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Rules 
and Administration. 

By Mr. BINGAMAN: 
S. 155. A bill to amend title 5, United 

States Code, to eliminate an inequity in the 
applicability of early retirement eligibility 
requirements to military reserve techni-
cians; to the Committee on Governmental 
Affairs. 

By Mrs. BOXER: 
S. 156. A bill to improve academic and so-

cial outcomes for students and reduce both 
juvenile crime and the risk that youth will 
become victims of crime by providing pro-
ductive activities during after school hours; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mrs. BOXER: 
S. 157. A bill to establish a program to help 

States expand the existing education system 
to include at least 1 year of early education 
preceding the year a child enters kinder-
garten; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself and 
Mr. LUGAR): 

S. 158. A bill to improve schools; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mrs. BOXER: 
S. 159. A bill to elevate the Environmental 

Protection Agency to a cabinet level depart-
ment, to redesignate the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency as the Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection Affairs, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Govern-
mental Affairs. 

By Mrs. BOXER: 
S. 160. A bill to provide assistance to 

States to expand and establish drug abuse 
treatment programs to enable such programs 
to provide services to individuals who volun-
tarily seek treatment for drug abuse; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. CLELAND (for himself and Mr. 
MILLER): 

S. Res. 14. A resolution commending the 
Georgia Southern University Eagles football 
team for winning the 2000 NCAA Division I– 
AA football championship; considered and 
agreed to. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. CLELAND: 
S. 144. A bill to require country of or-

igin labeling of peanuts and peanut 
products and to establish penalties for 
violations of the labeling require-
ments; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, today 
I am re-introducing the Peanut Label-
ing Act. This bill will require country 
of origin labeling for all peanut and 
peanut products sold in the United 
States; specifically, it will require con-
sumers to be notified whether the pea-
nuts are grown in the United States or 

in another country. The main purpose 
of this bill is to provide American con-
sumers with information about where 
the peanuts they purchase are grown. 
This bill will allow consumers to make 
informed food choices and support 
American farmers in the best way that 
they can—with their food dollar. 

By providing country of origin labels, 
consumers can determine if peanuts 
are from a country that has had pes-
ticide or other problems which may be 
harmful to their health. This is true 
particularly during a period when food 
imports are increasing, and will con-
tinue to increase in the wake of new 
trade agreements such as the WTO and 
GATT. 

The growth of biotechnology in the 
food arena necessitates more informa-
tion in the marketplace. Research is 
being conducted today on new peanut 
varieties. These research efforts in-
clude seeds that might deter peanut al-
lergies, tolerate more drought, and be 
more resistant to disease. As various 
countries use differing technologies, 
consumers need to be made aware of 
the source of the product they are pur-
chasing. GAO recently pointed out that 
FDA only inspected 1.7 percent of 2.7 
million shipments of fruit, vegetables, 
seafood and processed foods under its 
jurisdiction. Inspections for peanuts 
can be assumed to be in this range or 
less. This lack of inspection does not 
provide consumers of these products 
with a great deal of assurance. 

Polls have shown that consumers in 
America want to know the origin of 
the products they buy. And, contrary 
to the arguments given by opponents of 
labeling measures that such require-
ments would drive prices up, con-
sumers have indicated that they would 
be willing to pay extra for easy access 
to such information. I believe that this 
is a pro-consumer bill that will have 
wide support. 

I am also very pleased that peanut 
growers in America strongly support 
my proposal. In fact, the Peanut Label-
ing Act has been endorsed by the Geor-
gia Peanut Commission, the National 
Peanut Growers Group, the Southern 
Peanut Farmers Federation, the Ala-
bama Peanut Producers Association, 
and the Florida Peanut Producers As-
sociation. 

In conclusion, as my colleagues 
know, we live in a global economy 
which creates an international market-
place for our food products. I strongly 
believe that by providing country of or-
igin labeling for agricultural products, 
such as peanuts, we not only provide 
consumers with information they need 
to make informed choices about the 
quality of food being served to their 
family but we also allow American 
farmers to showcase the time and ef-
fort they put into producing the safest 
and finest food products in the world. I 
believe this bill represents these prin-
ciples and I ask my colleagues for their 
support. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the bill was 
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as 
follows: 

S. 144 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Peanut La-
beling Act of 2001’’. 
SEC. 2. INDICATION OF COUNTRY OF ORIGIN OF 

PEANUTS AND PEANUT PRODUCTS. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) PEANUT PRODUCT.—The term ‘‘peanut 

product’’ means any product more than 3 
percent of the retail value of which is de-
rived from peanuts contained in the product. 

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Agriculture. 

(b) NOTICE OF COUNTRY OF ORIGIN RE-
QUIRED.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), a 
retailer of peanuts or peanut products pro-
duced in, or imported into, the United States 
(including any peanut product that contains 
peanuts that are not produced in the United 
States) shall inform consumers, at the final 
point of sale to consumers, of the country of 
origin of the peanuts or peanut products. 

(2) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive the 
application of paragraph (1) to a retailer of 
peanuts or peanut products if the retailer 
demonstrates to the Secretary it is impracti-
cable for the retailer to determine the coun-
try of origin of the peanuts or peanut prod-
ucts. 

(c) METHOD OF NOTIFICATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The information required 

by subsection (b) may be provided to con-
sumers by means of a label, stamp, mark, 
placard, or other clear and visible sign on 
the peanuts or peanut products or on the 
package, display, holding unit, or bin con-
taining the peanuts or peanut products at 
the final point of sale to consumers. 

(2) EXISTING LABELING.—If the peanuts or 
peanut products are already labeled regard-
ing country of origin by the packer, im-
porter, or another person, the retailer shall 
not be required to provide any additional in-
formation in order to comply with this sec-
tion. 

(d) VIOLATIONS.—If a retailer fails to indi-
cate the country of origin of peanuts or pea-
nut products as required by subsection (b), 
the Secretary may impose a civil penalty on 
the retailer in an amount not to exceed— 

(1) $1,000 for the first day on which the vio-
lation occurs; and 

(2) $250 for each day on which the violation 
continues. 

(e) DEPOSIT OF FUNDS.—Amounts collected 
under subsection (d) shall be deposited in the 
Treasury of the United States as miscella-
neous receipts. 

(f) APPLICATION.—This section shall apply 
with respect to peanuts and peanut products 
produced in, or imported into, the United 
States after the date that is 180 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act. 

By Mr. THURMOND: 
S. 145. A bill to amend title 10, 

United States Code, to increase to par-
ity with other surviving spouses the 
basic annuity that is provided under 
the uniformed services Survivor Ben-
efit Plan for surviving spouses who are 
at least 62 years of age; and for other 
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